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Mission:

To establish an Historic District Study Com-
mittee and provide for the establishment of 
historic districts in carrying out the public 
purpose of historic preservation in the City 
of Royal Oak, consistent with the State of 
Michigan Local Historic Districts Act, MCLA 
§ 399.201 et seq., as amended.

To safeguard the heritage of the City of Roy-
al Oak by preserving historic districts in the 
City that reflect elements of the City’s histo-
ry, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or 
culture;

To stabilize and improve property values in 
each district and the surrounding areas;

To foster civic beauty;

To strengthen the local economy; and

To promote the use of historic districts for 
the education, pleasure, and welfare of the 
citizens of the City of Royal Oak and the 
State of Michigan.
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Historic District Study Committee Members 

January election of officers:

Tammis Donaldson - Chairperson

Chris Kraska - Vice Chairperson & Researcher

Leslie Snow  - Secretary

Patrick Andras - Treasurer

Jeff Ridley - Marketing

Eric Romain - Researcher

Vasilios Derdelakos - Designer

Carol Schwanger - HDSC city liaison



With Special Thanks

Royal Oak City Commission.

National Alliance of Preservation Commissions 
(NAPC).

Michigan State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO).

The many volunteers and citizens who share 
the passion for historic preservation.



Goals 
2024



The Historic District Study Committee 
worked on four primary goals in 2024.

Gain approval of Historic Designation for the Vin-
setta Bridges District. 

The Royal Oak City Commission approved the Vinsetta Bridg-
es  Historic District on March 11, 2024.

Expand Community Outreach by collaborating 
with the Historic District Committee

Jointly administered by the Michigan State Historic Preserva-
tion Office (SHPO) and the National Park Service (NPS), the 
CLG program provides an effective framework for promoting, 
supporting, and enhancing historic preservation activities at 
the local level. Through the program, communities’ partner 
with SHPO to plan for, protect, and tell the story of important 
historic places. In exchange, they gain access to specialized 
technical assistance, exclusive grant funding opportunities, 
and other benefits that help them meet their goals.

May 2022 the city of Royal Oak became a (CLG)

SHPO has been on call for any historic preservation questions 
we have.

Grant goals; 
Vinsetta Bridges; grant for Historic Structure report & repair

Orson Starr house; grant for national historic designation
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Develop the Vinsetta Bridges Task Force.

Comprised of HDSC and HDC members the VBTF 
worked to find solutions to slow the deterioration 
of the existing bridges and prepare a plan for their 
future restoration work

Engage in the new Historic Context Re-
port.

The HDSC worked hand in hand with the team at 
Chronicle Heritage in the preparation of the new 
Historic Context Report for the City.  The HDSC was 
able to provide critical information to the research 
team as well as guide the team in providing a report 
that best serves the City and future research.
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Streetcar near the northwestern 
corner of Fourth and Main streets 

(ROHS 1915) 



View of the Oak Drive-In Theatre screen 
2916 Normandy Road, not extant 
(Water Winter Wonderland 1980) 





Vinsetta Bridges Information Handout
(Spring 2024) 



An early view south down
Woodward Avenue 
from 13 Mile Road 

(ROHS undated)) 



Goals 
2025



The Historic District Study Committee wants 
to work on four primary goals in 2025.

Complete City of Royal Oak Historic Context Re-
port. 

Provide support to Chronicle Heritage in the preparation of the 
issuance of the Historic Context Report.

Test and repair the Mayfield Bridge in the Vinsetta 
Bridges Historic District.

Raise funds to solicit work for non destructive testing to veri-
fy the structural conditions of the bridges and prepare for the 
repair of the bridge on Mayfield Drive.

Catalog lost structures for future reference.

Develop and implement a strategy that documents lost stric-
tures that have historic significance in Royal Oak. 

Select a research project for historic designation.

Continue to research historic districts for the purpose of pre-
serving the rich history of Royal Oak.

Proposed New Projects; letters have been created with fun 
facts about the building and to find out if the owners would be 
interested in the first step; a historic district study report.
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