
 
 
 

Agenda
Royal Oak Human Rights Commission Meeting

 
Thursday, July 17, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

City Hall, Room 122
203 S. Troy Street

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067

Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the city clerk’s office at 248-246-3050 at least two (2)
business days prior to the meeting.
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Minutes 

Royal Oak Human Rights Commission Meeting 

 
June 2, 2025, 6:30 p.m. 

City Hall, Room 122 
203 S. Troy Street 

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067 
 
Present: Rachel Andrews 
 Annie Urasky 
 Bob Luxon 
 Brett Tillander 
 Gerardo Aponte-Safe 
 Diya Oberoi 
  
Absent: Tiekeya Smith 
 Ammar Khan 
  
Non-Voting Members 
Present: 

Susan Barkman 

 Alayna Brasch 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm.  

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by: Annie Urasky 
Seconded by: Bob Luxon 

Motion Adopted 
 

4. Approval of Minutes 
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Correction: Adjournment time needs to be corrected from May meeting minutes. 

Moved by: Brett Tillander 
Seconded by: Gerardo Aponte-Safe 

Motion Adopted 
 

5. Public Comment 

None. 

6. Business 

6.a Annual Report Discussion 

Suggested Changes to HRC Annual Report: 

Brett Tillander: Take out mention of Metro Detroit Youth Clubs 

Gerardo Aponte-Safe: Shouted out MDYC and all the work they did for the 
survey analysis 

Annie Urasky: Section 11, 44th District Court, 9a "to our community" 
instead. 

Brett Tillander: 11, We didn't necessarily support what the court did, but 
recognized what they did. Don't want to take credit for something HRC 
didn't do. "We want to recognize what the court did to uplift our 
community." 

Rachel Andrews: At some point later on, interested in pursuing an awards 
program in which HRC can dedicate awards to certain community 
members. 

Gerardo Aponte-Safe: Pointing out that Letter from the Chair is very 
similar to annual report 

Susan Barkman: under #11, the HRC also recognized and attended the 
hamer finch wilkins bust installation. 

Planning to present to City Commission in August. 

6.b Survey Results Final Report 

Brett Tillander handed out and went over the draft versions of the 
community survey's final results, executive summary, and media release. 
Staff and HRC members will take the time to review the report and begin 
thinking about what's next and about how to best present to City 
Commission. 

Gerardo Aponte-Safe & Annie Urasky: Suggested some changes in 
wording for part 3 (Discrimination Is More Visible to Some) of the Key 
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Community Insights of the Executive Summary for clarity. Annie also 
suggested some edits to part 5, and page 1. 

Staff will see if the City's Communications Director, Kara, can attend the 
HRC's July meeting to go over how to release strategies. 

6.c Reminder for Upcoming Events 

Community Block - Thursday June 5 (HRC not tabling at this event) 

Family Pride - Wednesday June 11, 4pm-9pm (Rachel Andrews will take 
the box for pride, Annie will take it from her to take to Juneteenth) 

Juneteenth - Thursday June 19 3pm-7pm 

Susan Barkman will email HRC members about which days they 
volunteered to be at HRC table for both events. 

6.d Approval of July Meeting 

The group agreed on a July meeting to happen on Thursday July 17 
(2025) at 6:30pm. 

Moved by: Bob Luxon 
Seconded by: Diya Oberoi 

Motion Adopted 
 

7. Public Comment 

Lisa Mason: Acknowledged the insights and knowledge that the survey brings, 
and how it should really help get the group to forming some action steps, which is 
the reason why the HRC was created.  

8. Commissioner Reports 

Annie Urasky: July is the 35th anniversary of ADA month in July 

Gerardo Aponte-Safe: His church is involved in a project that involves the 
creation of a documentary on homelessness. He's hoping to have a related 
community conversation in August or September. 

Brett Tillander: One of the members of MDYC was selected for a 4-year 
university scholarship recently. 

9. Announcements 

*Thursday, July 17 at 6:30 pm. 

9.a Next Meeting 

10. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm. 

Page 4 of 9



 

 4 

Moved by: Brett Tillander 
Seconded by: Annie Urasky 

Motion Adopted 
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